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Disrricy oF MARTLAND, to wit :

E it remembered, That on the cleventh day of
B Fehruary, in the 29th year of the i\:dvpend‘cnce‘
of the United States of America, John B. Cx)lvin,_ of
the faid diftri@, hath depofited n this office the title
of a haok, the right whereof he tlaims as author, in
the following worls, to wit: *“ A MAGISTRATE's
GUIDE, avp CITIZEN's COUNSELLOR ; be-
ing a digzlted abftraét of thofe laws of the [ate of
Maryland nioft neceflary to be kvown, and moft u‘fc-
ful in common tranfattions of life ; interfperfed with
a variety of praflical forms and precedents 5 for the
ufe ot‘juﬂicrc of the peace and others, By Jouw B..
Corvin.” In conformity to the act of the congrels
of the United States, entitled, ¢ An adt for the en-
couragement of learning, by fecuring the copies of
tnaps, charts, and books, to the authors or proprictors
of fuch copies, during the times therein mentioned,”

Puirie Moonre, Clk. D, C,

To tur CITIZENS or MARYLAND.

THE absve work bas been for fome time paft in the
prv('s, is in conhulerable forwardnefs, and will be pub-
lithed with all potiible expedition. -

It is a muxim which has beeu lang eftablifhed, that
@ jgnorance of the law ecxcuseth no man ;" and the

realon ot itis obvious : For lfxgn)rmm of the law were

formly thought there was another right not ultoge-

ther unimportant ; which is, that the community have

thawpland @asctte.

a right to expect that every citizen should be qualified

Jor the ofice avhich he fills. Thele two rights fhould

ANNAPOLLS, Tuvrsiar, april 4, 1805.

go hand in hand. There is no office in the gift of
our flate executive of more importance or which may
be more eafily abufed than that of a juftice of the
peace; and it not only requires a man of ftrong and
good fenfes to fill it properly, but one fomewhat ac-
quainted with the fundamental principles of law in
general, und with our local laws in particulars A
knowledge of the latter in {ome degree, is, in fact,
indifpenfably requifite: But as jullices of the peace
are generally and very propeily appointed from among
the honeft and independent part of the citizens of the
feveral counties, whofe thoughts have been turned to
other purfuits in common, but who neverthelefs, have’
found underflandings, it is not to be expected that
they can at once dive into the huge quarto volumes
of Kiity’s compilation and drag thence the pith and
marraw of the acts of affembly, and at the fame time
learn the form and manner of luing innumerable pre-
cepts réquired by their offictal duty,  Hence the
great neceflity for a work embracing all thele particu-
lars in a fmall compafs, o as to form a complete
guide and counsellor, .

The duties of jurors have been ftated with precifion ;

mental queftions, that
general courty and court of appeals, cculd not have
conflitutional eilicacy for that purpofe, unlefs it re-
ceived the affent ot two thirds ot all the members
ot each branch of the general affembly, irauced me
to take a review of the torm of government, to felect

FOR THE MARYLAND GAZETTE.

To Ture PEOPLE or MARYLAND.

HE fuggeftion of a grentleman ot {plendid talents
and clear difcernment, in all legal and govern-
the law for abolilhing the

thole f-ctions which conter parucular vights on the
citizens of Maryland who relide o the eattern fhore,
and to muke the folowing chfetvations, with the view
of attracting the public attention ‘o the fubject,
T'he .C('Hl(.’lﬂﬂl‘(lc(l(l]ill\\x"\: in the juaiciary of Mary-
Jand, by abolifhing the gentral court and court of ap-

pralsy is of too tinch importance not to merit and cc-

cupy whe thoughits of all who fel an nteredt in the
pure adminiftration ot juftice, It is not my ictention,
at this tmey to coifider the policy of the Propofed
chavge, or to poist out the deteéts of the H{fem in-
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[ way asto communicate them to every individual of the
community, it is neceffary for every man to furnifh
himfelf with the meaus of information to a degice
fuficient to enable him to difcharge the duties ot his
ftation as a citizen of a free ftate.  This is what he
owes to his country, T'o himlelf he owes move. It
is every man's interest to be acquainted with the laws
of his own government fufficiently to enable him to
avoid the fhoals and quickfands of legal controverfy,
ont which ignorance ot the law might throw him, and
occafion the wreck of his fortune, and, perhaps, of his
happinefs likewife. Ttis not only every man’s in-
terest, but it is every man's duty to his family to en-
deavour to underftand enough of the adts of affembly
ard of the forms and proceedings in the adiiniftra.
tion of jultice, to enable him to preferve hisaftate in
a legal way, tranfact in a proper manner the bufinefs
of life according to rule, to be able to recover his
debts; and he ought to know the relative duties of
one citizen to another,

The above work is an attempt to convey to the
people of Maryland in as concife a manner as poilible,
corre knowledgre of the provilions of thole acts of
affembly which are moft neceTary to be known and
underitood by the citizens ot the ftate at large, to-
gether with fome common law piinciples which are in
force in Maryland,  Matters that relate to accounts,
and the evidence of debts, to adminijtration on the
eltates of deceated perfons, appreatices, articles of a-
greement, aifijnments, attachmeots, arrefts, bonds,
bails, bills, batardy, conveyanciug, conftables, con.
tralls, dowers, deeds, diitrels, execation, elcape, evi-
dfncc, felony, forsery, gaming, gaol, gaoler, guar-
dians, howigide, indictmenit, intuntspginformation,
judgment, jusdrs, (and their dpties,) j‘ccs of the
peace, larceny, lewdnels, libely mifdemeanor, nuilance,
oaths, pardon, perjury, poligamy, the poor, prefents
ment, prifon-breaking, rape, recognizancey refeue,
riot, robbery, fearch.-warvrants, fheriffy (his duaties)
flander, furety for the peace, flaves, treafon, vaga.
rants, warrants, wills, and a variety of other things,
which it would be extremely tedious to deferibe at
large, will be contained in tiis work, Befides laying

own the law under each head, forms and precedents
will be introduced for the information of magiftrates
and others. Thefe will confit of precepts ufed by
jultices of the peace in the difcharge of the duties of
their fation, and copies of all manner of inftruments
of writing ufed in bargaining, felling, and conveying
every fpecies of property, agreeably to the laws of
Maryland, Under the head of accounts particular
care has beer: taken to arrange all the evidence of
debts, the manner and form of proof’; and under the
hf-a_d of adminiftration, the compiler has been careful
1o infert every thing that can be ferviceable to exe-
cutors and adminiftrators. A very corre&t copy of a
will is laid down, and the number of witnefles and
manner of proving it explained, with refpe to real
and perfonal property. Marking and bounding land
has occupied much attention, and the law and method
,°f'Pf0cceding, together with the returns of commif-
fioners are corretly ftated. In fhort, whatever can
be of fervige to the magiftrate or to the citizen, has
bcﬁr} carefully confidered, and inferted in the book.

0 juftices of the peace the work will be extremely
valuable, and to the people at large of great benefit.
It has often been contended that in a free govern-
ment every citizen has a right to participate equally
in the offices of the ftate. I'o this propofition I have
always affented ; but at the fame time 1* have uni-

\

Although I have thus copioufly dwelt upon the ad.
vantages and merits of this work, 1 by no means con-
ceive that it will be free from fome few imperfections ;
nor do I arrogate to myfelf the fole merit of colleci-
ing the forms and precedents together, 1 am by no
means defirous to facnfice truth in this particular to
wy.vanity. 1 have had very able afliftance from a
few well informed friends, whofe difinterefted {ervices
have been of incalculable ufe to me; and without
which, indeed, I fhould have found mylelf at a great
lofs for thofe numerous practical forms which the work
will contain, amounting in the whole to more than
two hundred. It would take an individual years, per-
haps, to gather o large a collection, and they might
at laft be incorreét ; whereas the above book will
furnifh the whole at once, and in a proper form.

The tollowing letter from judge Duvail, (to whom
the firlt eighty pages of the work had been fubuniitted
after coming from the prefs) will convey fome idea of
the merits of the book—

* Washington, December 27, 1804,
Sir,

I hiave received your letter inclofing eighty pages
of a werk prepared by you, in which you have begun
a digeft of thofe parts of the laws of Maryland which
more frequently occur in .the common tranfadlions of
life, and which are therefore deemed the moft ufeful,

I heve perufed ity and have no hefitation in pro-
nouncing the utility of fuch a work. The law ap-
pears to be carefully abftradted, and the forms well
chofen, Tt will be found ufeful to magiftrates and
to the peopls in generaly, and merits their patronage.

Tt is adapted more particularly to the information
of thofe who have not the means of purchafing, and
the leifure to examine our laws at large. In a free
government, the laws cannot be too extenfively cir-
culated ; and he who adds to the diffufion of a know-
ledge of them, contributes to increafe the comforts
and happinels of fociety, and deferves their encou-
ragement and fupport.

1 am, with refpedt and efteem,
Your obedient {ervant,
G. DUVALL.
Mr. John B. Colzin.”

Wiihing to make the book cheap, the terms will be
as follow, to wit :

I, It will be printed with a good type on good pa-
per, and contain above 300 pages—rperhaps 400,
II. It will be neatly bound and lettered.

111, The price will be 2 dollars ta fubfcribers, and
2 dofiars 50 cents to non-fublcribers. . No money re-
quired till the work is delivered.

1V. Perfons procuring 11 fubferibers, and becom-
ing anlwerable for the money, fhall receive a 12th
copy gratis.

The a&s of affembly, up to the clofe of the laft

feflion, will be attended to.
JOHN B. COLVIN.

FrEDERICK-TOWN, March 11, 1805.
Jc7 Subfcriptions received at the office of the
Maryland Gazette.

NOTICE.

MEAN to petition the next general allembly of
I’ Maryland for an a& of infolvency, to releafe me
from debts which, from misfortunes, I am unable to

pay. :
9 HEZEKIAH LINTHICUM.
. Annc-Arundel county, March 18, 1805,

charge in the judiciary.

The conftitution has fecured certain particular rights
to the people relident on the eaftern fhare of Mary-
land, of which they cannot he deprived, by un alera-
tion of the conftitution, vnlefs fuch alteration is cone
curred in by two thirds ot all the menhers of each
branch of the legiflature, una the luw, confumatory
thereof, is affented to in the fume manoer,

T'his reftri¢iion of the legiflative wuthority was con-
fidered as an hmpartant barriery to relift the predomi-
nant influence ot the weltern thore, emanating frem
the fuperiority of pumbers in both branches, and
was infifted on with that zcal and earnefinefls, by the
gentlemen of the ealiern hore who aflifted in forming
the government, which the importance ot fo valuable
a privilege would neceffarily produce.  The gentle-
men of the wellern fhore, governed by a (pirit of li-
berality, and an honeft defire that a participation in
equal rights and privileges (hould be effetually fecured
to their fellow-citizens of the eaftern fhore, with cor-
diality agreed to the propofition, which was made a
part of the conltitution.

I have inferted the fedlions of the form of govern-
ment which grant particular rights to the ealtern [hore,
that they may be attended to and confidered,

The 13th {e@ion fecures the right and privilege to
the eaflern fhore of having a treafurer on that flore.

The 15th and 16th feétions fecure the right and
privilege to the caflern fhore of having fix fenators
ele@ed, who are reridents of that fliore, i

The 51t fection eftablifhes a general court, and
dire@s that the general court fhall fit on the weftern
and eaftern fhores, at fuch times and places as the le-
giflature {hall appoint.

In the 59th fe&ion, which prefcribes the mode for
altering the conflitution, the following provifo is in-
ferted = ¢¢ Provided, that nothing in this form of go-
vernment, which relates to the caftern fhore particu-
larly, fhall at any time hereafter be altered, unlefs for
the alteration and confirmation thereof at leaft tqwo
thirds of all the members of each branch of the ge-
neral affembly fhall concur.”

It is the conftitutional right of the caftern fhore to
have a general court, and it is a particular right and
privilege of the eaftern (hore that the general court
fhall it on the eaflern {hore for tranfacting and de-
termining all bufinels on that fhore.

This right and privilege is fo ftrongly guarded and
fecured, that the citizens of the eaftern fhore cannot
be deprived of it, unlels the law to alter the conftitution
in that refpe@, and the law confirmatory of fuch al-
teration, is affented tody two thirds of all the mem-
bers of each branch of the gencral affembly.

To view this important right in the way it oug
to be contemplated, fuppolz the members ele&ed T
the weflern fhore had combined together not to a ifh
the gcng;a['court, but to alter the conftitutyds by
confining the fittings of the general court e ulively
to the weftern fhore ; the importance of t C"“ﬂ'f"-
tional barrier to oppofe fuch an attempt, /¥ requiring

the concurrence of two thirds of all tff/ members of
each branch of the legiflature, woyy have been ap-
parent, and the members of the € rn f(hore would
have reforted to it with alacrity/° preferve a right

highly valued. . -
& Itgis ¥clf evident, that the Aolition of the general
court will involve in it the gfrivation of the particu-
lar right, vefted in the in h_‘a:“ of the eaftern thore,
of having a general cour/¥™¢ fhall fit on that thore,
and therefore the famp/conflitutional mode muft be
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